Inside the Nestbox of the
Golden Conure (Guarouba guarouba)

By Maney Speed, AFA Southeastern Regional Director,
Benton, Mississipp

In companson to other species of parrots, there are instances
in which the conure doesn't seem to get an abundance of
respect. The cover of the January, 203 issue of the AFA
Warchbird featured a superb photograph of two of my breed-
ing Golden Conures, While at the camera store picking up an
enlarged print of the shde I planned to donate to the silent
auction, T met a professional photographer. When he told me
he also owned a parrot I proudly pulled the print out to show
him. “What kind of parrot is that? he asked. I 1old him it
was a Golden Conure. “Oh." his voice dropped an octave-"a
conure.” His voice mmmediately rose when he snnounced
with pride, 1 own a Macaw!” As I raised the picture for
another viewing I replied, “But it is a Golden Conure,” He
anly smiled at me, I almost thought I could see a litde sym-
pathy in his expression.

I have little knowledge of taxonomy, but T helieve that
eventually the Golden Conure will be reclassified as
something other than a Conure, While researching the his-
tory of the Golden Conure, I found some interesting facts,
Some individuals believe there is a linking genus between
Macaws and the Araringa conures. Many of the larger
Conures are very macaw-like, this being especially evi-
dent in their habits and the way their young develop. At
one time. the Golden Conure was called the Yellow
Macaw in Portuguese because of ils habit of flying high
over the forest, of feeding on palm fruit, and because s
nesting hahits are very different from most other Conures.
Regardless of whether this parrot is a Conure or a Macaw,
no one can deny that it is one of Nature's most beautiful
creations.

It never occurred to me there would come a time when 1
would have the knowledge or occasion o install 4 nestbox
camera. A vear ago, | was woefully ignorant of the work-
ings of even the most simplistic audio visual equipment.
But, there was also a time when | did not know if 1 could
construct a flight, assemble a metal nestbox, clean a ther-
mal coupler on a greenhouse heater, or kill a rat with my
Red Ryder BB gun. In keeping parrots, I have discovered
over the years that Necessity i1s the Mother of invention.

I contacled several companies before locating someone in
the industry who did net consider my venture to be per-
verted. I spoke with an employee at Clover Electronics (w)
and quickly learned he and his wife also owned parots,
Larry was fascinated with the scheme of installing a nest-
hox camera. Since he understood and appreciated my plan,
and knew parrots, he was able 1o lead me to the most suit-
able equipment to insure suceess without my spending a
great deal of money.

Onee the first camera arrived, Joe (my husband) joined in
the project and installed it inside one of the nestboxes,
Since | wanted to view the monitor and record activity
inside the bird kitchen, Joe also had to run extensions from
the camera in the conure aviary to the kitchen, a distance
of about 100 feet, It was an exhilarating feeling to finally
succeed in hooking up the components and watching the
avian family on television.

I must also give credit to fellow AFA member Jerry Johnson
for his encouragement and for the information he provided in
his article on nestbox cameras which appeared in issue
Number 2 of the AFA Warchbind published in 2001,

I had several goals in mind when | began recording the
nesthox activilies of 3 pairs of my Golden Conures. The
events that take place inside a pair's nesthox are often
shrouded in mystery. L and many others, want to know
what actually happens during breeding season. Why are
eggs broken?T Why are chicks not fed? Why are chicks
killed? Do males incubate” Do males feed? What does o
hen do all day while she is incubating? Is the male wel-
comed when he enlers the nestbox? The questions to
which 1 needed answers were endless.

Limited observations of the Golden Conure in the wild
indicate the possibility that older juveniles remain with
pareni birds 1o facilitate the rearing of subsequent clutch-
es. Since [ am one aviculturist who encourages parent rear-
ing and parent fledging, I believe it is my responsibility o
investigate new theories and to report my findings.
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Lalso think it reasonable o believe that by studying the nest-
inig habits of adult parrots in captivity, 1 will have o grealer
understanding of the behavior of the juveniles in a TIUrSery
sefting. And, it is logical o assume that studying  amd
attempting to analyze the behavior of adult males and
females of all species within a family unit may assist com-
panion parrot awners in determining what behaviors may be
innate and what behaviors may be learned exclusively as a
result of living as a companion parrot.

The nesting activities of three pairs of Golden Conures were
recorded over a 6-month period. | like (o flock my birds to
allow them to choose their mates. Sometimes T will flock
one male and several hens and sometimes 1 will flock two
males and two hens. The birds are 50 greparious that it can
be very difficull to ascertain who has paired off with whom.
I believe flocking allows for a much greater chance of suc-
cess in breeding, Flocking unpaired birds should not be con-
fused with colony breeding,

Pair 1 is a 16 year old pair of Goldens that have proven to
be excellent parents, but have never had the opportunity to
nest while a juvenile from a previous hatch remained a part
of the fumily unit. The unsexed juvenile living with this
pair hatched in JTune of 2002,

T'was sure my preatest chance of success would be as a result
of the nesting of Pair 2. A juvenile from a previous year's
hatch (March of 2002) also remains a part of the family unit,
This family unit of three has experienced the rearing of a
subsequent clutch. The 10-year-old parents are a portion of
my second gencration hirds I held back for future breeding.

Pair 3 is also a portion of my second generation birds.
Their first ever chick hatched in March of 2002, Within
one hour of hatch, the neonate was inadverently killed, It
is a heart wrenching experience to find that a hatchling has
died. I was so overwrought at finding the maimed chick
that T pulled the remaining eggs and did not allow this pair
to attempt to feed another chick from the clutch.

It seems inconceivable that Golden Conures are capable of
maliciously killing their chicks, since by nature they are
such social creatures. I personally believe most incidents
of failure can be atiributed 1w excessive invasions of privi-
cy or other environmental factors. I also believe, especial-
ly in this situation, that some parenting skills are learned
by trial and error, and pairs must be given more than one
apportunity to be successful in feeding neonates.

I began recording the nesting activities of Pair 2 (with the
e

Juvenile) in December of 2002, One adult spent much of
cach day in the nestbox, breaking up fresh nesting materia |
had provided. In some species, such as the Pions, it i
thought that the dark interior of a nesting cavity brings o
hormonal changes that ready a hen for nesting. 1 assumed
thiz particular Golden was the hen, gelting ready w nest, buy
after checking bands I learned this was the male, From his

behavior, he appeared o be waiting for the hen 16 join him.

As Iwatched the interactions of these 3 birds in the nestbox,
it became evident that the family unit of the Golden Comye
plays a significan! role in its well being. This was a real fam.
ily! 1 felt as if 1 were watching an episode from The Waltons,
The juvenile seemed (o take great delight in enening the
nesthox and attempting to engage in play with the male, The
male was very patient, but when he tired of the youngsier's
antics he would leave the box, apparently knowing the juve-
nile would follow. This scenario replayed so fmany limes
that I quit counting. Eventually the juvenile would remain
outside the nestbox and the hen would enter,

Copulation between the adults began on January 3, 2003 and
occurred several times daily, always following the same ril-
udl. The juvenile was never present during copulation, The
mating act itself lasted several minutes, and during the act the
hen emitted a very low hunuming noise. When the act was
complete, the male rested as if in a trance while the hen
vocalized demurely, The first time 1 witnessed this on cam-
era, the male was so still T thought he had expired

Al other imes, while the trio interacted in the nesthox, the
unsexed juvenile contimued to solicit feeding from the par-
ents. The juvenile would roll on its back with infantile
Jubilation, inspecting its toes and attempting to play with
the tail feathers of the parent birds. Occasionally the par-
ents would wrestle good-naturedly with the youngster
Corporal punishment was also administered as the parent
hirds deemed necessary.

Al bedtime, it was evident that life with a “teennger” can
be trying and downright aggravating, While the parent
birds were ready to retire for the night, the juvenile con-
sidered it an ideal time for more wssling. When the parents
became weary of the youngster's games, they would exit
the nesthox, wail a few minutes, and re-enter, The voung-
ster always followed its parents’ lead and eventually the
trio would settle in for a night of slumber.

I was shocked to Jeam how little these parrots slept in a
deep sleep. All three pairs that were captured on video
appeared (o be in deep sleep for periods of only aboot 45



minuies to 1 hour. Durng the intervals of wake, the adolts
and juveniles stretched wings and legs, engaged in mutual
preening and feeding, and changed slecping positions.
They also climbed the ladder (o perch at the entrance of the
nestbox (which houses a platform).

Horses, like pamots, are prey animals. Research into the
sleep patterns of the horse has proven that they do not need
as much deep sleep as other animals. Do our parrols actual-
Iy require 12 to 14 hours of sleep, or is it more in line with
pature o say parrois should have the opportunity to rest 12 to
14 hours? During most nights, particularty when there is a full
moon, | often hear many of my breeder parmots vocalizing n
the middle of the night. Until further research has been
undertaken to study the sleep patiems of parrots, it would be
grossly imresponsible for anyone © conclude from these
observations that all species of parrots sleep at intervals of 45
minutes to 1 hour. My recent review of the nestbox behavior
of a pair of Vinaceous Amazons showed that the Vinaceous
hen and chicks slept much sounder and longer than the
Giolden Conure.

1 eagerly awaited eggs from Pair 2, but none were forthcom-
ing. Tt is possible that copulation in this species can serve as
a method of retaining a close bond between the male and
fernale. T began to Feel a sense of doom. 1 had a commitment
to speak at the AFA convention, and my presentation was (o
include actual footage of the interaction of adult Golden
Conures and chicks in the nestbox. When March amrived, 1
had nothing but hundreds of hours of video footage showing
the interaction of an adult family unit. I needed eggs and
chicks, and I needed them without much more delay.

In the meantime, I also was keeping a waich on Pair 1, the
other family unit of 3. They showed absolutely no inclina-
tion to engage in any nesting behavior. 1 did not really
want this family to nest, because I did not know how the
juvenile would react to eggs or neonates. To my dismay.
this project was not evolving as I expected. In early April
of 2002, Pair 3 (whose first chick had been inadvertently
killed) began showing evidence that they might go to nest.
I had no desire to record the nesthox activities from a pair
of Golden Conures which had shown 1o be miserable fail-
ures as parents, The purpose of my proposed presentation
was 10 encourage other aviculturists to paremt rear and
fledge chicks. I had no desire to present evidence which
gave credence to other aviculturists’ beliefs that critically
endangered parrots should not be allowed to rear chicks.

In vain, 1 continued to record the activities of Pair 2. 1
could not think of any conceivable reason the ben would

not begin o lay after such a protracted period of copula-
tion. Where were those cggs?

Pair 3 (whose chick died) did indeed go to nest the first
week of April. 2002, Four fortile eggs were produced, and
the hen was incubating them faithfully. I finally decided I
had mo choice but o mount another camera and record

footage from this pair. Joe completed the installaiion of a
camera in a spare nestbox which was identical to the box
with which the pair was familiar, With the exception of
plugging the camera into the pigtail, the wiring from the
aviary to the bird kitchen was also finished. The first egg
had already pipped under the hen. T was taking a huge risk
violating the privacy of this pair at a eritical time in the
chicks® development, but it was imperative that the eggs
hatch under the hen, not in an incubator. T do own pairs of
various species that will feed a chick sneaked in on the sly,
but 1 did not believe this pair would prove that versatile.

Joe and | planned in detail the nestbox switch. Each of our
duties in the switch was synchronized down to the second. It
was vital that the existing nesthox be removed and the can-
era-ready box be hung in a matter of seconds. The plan
included replacing the fertile eggs with infertile ones in the
eveni the hen was alarmed by the presence of the tiny camera

All of the tools needed 1o complete the swiich wene al
hand-the camera ready box replete with nesting material,
wire cutters (all boxes are affixed to prevent accidental
escapes), a padded bowl for the fertile eggs, a temperature-
controlled brooder, and clear eggs saved from another pair.

1 knocked gently upon the nesthox and the hen willingly
exited. Neither she nor the male were noticeably agitated.
I earefully retrieved the fertile epgs. and placed them in the
padded bowl in the warm brooder, At the same time, Joe
cut the wire that secured the nestbox, removed the box and
placed it beside the camera ready box. 1 ook a few inches
of her used nesting material, including some of her feath-
ers, and laid it atop the fresh matenal. | added the clear
cggs and Joe hung the box and wired it to the flight. After
the pigtail from the camera was plugged into the extension,
we hurried to the bird kitchen 1o discover if our experiment
was a success or a disaster.

Inan “el” or “7" style nestbox, a platform 15 at the entrance
of the box which allows birds to view the nesting cavity
without climbing down. The hen remained on this platform
for about 30 minutes before resuming incubation. No
harm was done since her fertile eggs were in the brooder.
After enough time elapsed to ensure she had undeniably
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returned 1o serious incubating and was not planning 1o
abandon the nest. I returned her fertile eggs. She did not
seem affected by the presence of the camera,

The male was initially very concermned with the presence of
the camera. Several hours passed before he overcame his
apprehension and entered the nesthox. The hen called to
him continuously from her nest and his urge to care for her
finally conquered his anxiety. For the next few hours, how-
ever, he eved the camera suspiciously whenever he
climbed down to the hen.

It was fascinating watching the hen within the confines of
her nestbox. What did this hen do while incubating during
daylight hours? She was not shy about leaving the nestbox,
and did 5o numerous times throughout each day. She kept
in constant communicalion with her mate. She preened her
feathers and napped infrequenty. She (and the other incu-
bating hens [ videotaped) never acted as though she was in
a trance-like stale. Errant feathers inside the box were

mouthed thoroughly and rearranged. One favorite activity
involved “popping” the inspection door by inserting the
upper mandible into the inspection opening and pushing
the lower mandible against the trunk of the nesthox. I con-
sidered these activities as opportunitics o prevent hore-
dom. When the male was in the box, the hen frequently
solicited feeding. She bobbed her head, flicked one wing
and generally reverted to acting as a juvenile.

The eggs were “tumed” by various methods. There were
nstances in which the position of the eggs was changed by
the hen intentionally as she remained facing in a particular
direction. There were more instances of the eggs being
passively “turned” by a change of direction of the hen,
That is, if she was facing north, she would turn to the
south, but the position of the eggs would not physically
change. Since a redistribution of heat surely takes place
during this action, I consider these deliberate alterations in
direction as “turning” of the eggs. The position of eggs can
also be changed through carelessness as a result of
increased activity level inside the nestbox, but 1 personal-
ly would not consider these random position changes as
“turning” because they are not deliberate acts of the hen.

While the male was present in the nestbox during daylight
hours, the hen continued incubation. She also solicited
feeding by moving her head in a backward and forward
manner, with one wing extended. The male dutifully fed
her, and much time was taken for mutual grooming. The
male never attempied to touch or incubate the eggs. 1
recently read on the internet that the male Golden Conure
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shares in the incubation process. 1 do not know whao wrage
this, but 1 do ot believe this is an accurate stalcmen;
From the three pairs I videotaped, T never saw a male
attempl Lo move or incubate eggs.

The night time activity of this pair mirored that of Pair 7.
Periods of deep sleep were limited 1o less than one hour, Each
and every aciivity that way performed during daylight howrs
wins performed during the night. An additional activity of all
pairs that was recorded only during the night was beak eringd-
ing. Since less time was spent out of the nesthox, there were
more instances of stretching leps and wings by both sexes,
The sleeping location of the male from Pair 2 Quctuated o
the upper platfarm to an area near his incubating hen,

The next maorming | sprang out of bed, anxious to leam if ]
could sec a newly hatched chick on the monitor, Tt had not
batched. Throughout the day, 1 was a litde concemed that
the hen might be leaving the nest o much, In one 3-hour

period she was off the nest 6 times. | had no idea if this was
normal or abnormal. It felt as if my brain was receiving
newly learned information faster than it could be logically
processed. The parents-to-be were as calm as ever,

The first chick finally hatched before noon. Through the
monitor, | waiched as the hen gently preened her chick.
For the next few hours, it looked as though she were prac-
ticing the motions of feeding, The chick continued o beg
as the hen called o her mate and fiddled with the inspec-
tion door. The chick was not fed, and she cventually left
her crying neonate to join the male.

What can we do if inexperienced parents do not feed a
hatchling within a definitive period of time? If the parents
will tolerate it, we can supplement the chick with preparcd
hand feeding formula and hope the parent birds grasp the
idea themselves before the second or third day, When the
hen left the nestbox, 1 prepared some thin formula and fed
the chick, which alleviated the begging for a short period
of time. The hen retumned t brood her chick.

If you decide o supplement a chick in the nest, have
everything prepared before you enier the aviary, In this sit-
uation 1 kept my supplics on a tray in the bird kitchen, 1
mixed the formula before 1 disturbed the pair and inten-
tionally made il 100 hot 1o feed. When the thermometer
registered 10X F. I pulled the chick and fed it, You can
always let formula cool, but once you enter the aviary
heating it becomes more difficult,

The myth that the Golden Canure will not feed chicks is just



that—mvth, Tt is mue thal some individoal poirs of any
species will never feed their chicks and will always kill them.
I own pairs like this. I also own pairs that fed their first chick
1o Pedging but have destroved every ese laid since then, 1
also own pairs that have fledged their very first chick to
weaning and will incubate eggs, but Kill every chick imme-
diately after hatch. nestbox inspections are not well tolerated
by some pairs of Golden Conures. [ really think that once it
has been determined thar chicks are being fed and nurtured,
nestbox inspections should oceur only two or three times
weekly. I would never think of disturbing certain pairs of my
Gaolden Conures while they are feeding chicks. However, the
3 pairs thai | videotaped tolerated frequent nestbox inspec-
tions with hittle ar no grumbling.

The male finally entered the nestbox late that afternoon,
the first time since the chick had hatched. He appeared 10
be very excited about the chick, but the camera made him
a little apprehensive. He and the hen were vocalizing loud-
Iy. They fussed over the neonate as it begged to be fed.
Shortly thereafter, the hen lefi the male alene with the cry-
ing chick. He scemed very concerned about the chick’s
constant crving and his inability 10 console it. He called to
his mate and she finally returned to the box.

From the monitor, 1 could see the male was attempling o
feed the chick and the chick was responding properly. It
continued to ¢ry, and when 1 physically checked the chick
15 minutes later, it was obvious his attempts had failed.
Sometimes [ like 1o put words in the beaks of my pamrods.
When the male and hen seemed to be communicating
earnestly about the new chick, I imagined the hen asking
him, “Well, what do we do now?" [ imagined him respond-
ing, “1 don’t know, but whatever we did last time didn’t
work. Let me go ask one of the neighbors.” Al this point he
left the box and began communicating loudly with the
other Golden Conures in the aviary. The male returned 10
minutes later and fed the hen. He also preened the chick
and continued in his attempts to feed it. The chick again
responded properly, but received no food. T supplemented
the chick again before going to bed.

The male finally succeeded in feeding this first chick. In
his failed attempls to feed, he tried to feed as he fed the
hen, with massive head movements, When this continual-
Iy proved o be unsuccessful, he by some means, discov-
ered how to manipulate small amounts of food with his
tongue. In the bird kitchen, 1 was elated when 1 heard the
excited feeding response of the chick coming from the
monitor. The hen watched the male elosely. After the chick
was satisfied, it nestled peacelully under the hen, I smiled

with relief as I realized one more part of the chick-rearing
riddle had been solved by this pair.

Twoe additional eges hatched withow incident over the
next few days. The pavents fed the mext two chicks ag if
they had been doing so for years.

I believe the outdated theory that parents do not feed at night
stems from the fact that parrols in the wild do not forage after
dark, In captivity, parrots that are feeding chicks should
always have food available, 1 feed Hagen Tropican
Maintenance free choice, and offer a mixture of oranges,
apples, raw carrots, eut com, green peas, butter peas, sprouts
from China Prairie, and pine nus. Adults that are feeding
chicks are also provided grey siripe sunflower seed,

During the neonate stage, the chicks were fed numerous
times throughout each night. I was relieved 1o Jearn that
parent-reared chicks have appetites equaling those of
chicks hand reared from Day 1. (A formula used for feed-
ing the day one Golden Conure is included at the conclu-
sion of these proceedings.) While reviewing night time
recordings, T was also very surprised to see footage of the
chicks being fed during the night after they were 40 days
old. At this point, however, it must not be assumed that
every species of parrot feeds chicks at night once they pass
the neonate stage.

The sleep patierns of this pair were very erratic the first
few nights after hatch. As a result, the parents napped dur-
ing the day. The parents also spent an inordinate amount of
time grooming themselves and their chicks. Much atien-
tion was given 1o cleaning the chicks” beaks. Each chick
was thoroughly and vigorously groomed several times
daily. The parent birds would even tum the chicks on their
backs 1o clean the tummy area.

There were consistent occurrences of mutual grooming at
night, During many incidents, the male would preen the
hen while she slept. There were times that she seemed
oblivious to the male’s attention. There were other times
when she would acknowledge his presence by lifting 2
wing as he preened it, while her head remained wcked in
a sleeping position.

By the time the oldest chick was 8 days old, the hen of Pair
3 had become very adept at feeding, The oldest chick was
usually kept in a different place than the younger chicks,
since it was better able o retain its body heat. The elbow of
the wing seemed to be a favorite spot. Semetimes when the
hen would change positions, the chicks would be two or
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three inches away from her. They always scooted in the right
direction to locate her. | wondered if they knew how to fGnd
her because of her body heat radiating. She also would use
her fect to physically move the chicks from one side of her
body 1o the other while they were being brooded.

By Day 13 the chicks really began io change. While the
male was out of the box, the hen comstantly listened for
him and watched for him w come o the nestbox entrance.
When the chicks were younger and being brooded she
sometimes refused to let the male get to the chicks. This
usually put him inte a dzezy. He would literally push him-
self under her and raise her off the chicks to check on them
and preen them. Of course, when the chicks were hungry
she never denied the male access 1o her brood.

On Day 20 at about 7:30 A.m., the male sounded an alarm
call from ouiside the nestbox. Inside the nestbox, the hen
was greatly distressed. but resisted the urge Lo abandon the

nest. She leaped off the chicks and started to climb the lad-
der. After a few seconds she warily returned to her sleep-
ing brood. Pairs with chicks are always fed first in the
morning. From the background noise on the videotape it
sounded as if T entered the aviary to give the parents fresh
food, The adults could also have been upsel il one of the
dogs was oo close to the aviary.

As the chicks grew, their appetites grew also, By Day 34
their wings were well pinned, and they were very aware of
their surroundings. The parents began feeding from the
vertical ladder before Day 40 1o prevent being mobbed by
their clutch. The male and female also spent part of each
night on the upper platform of the nesthox since the chicks
did not require as much brooding.

By Day 47 all three chicks had feathered out very nicely.
They flapped their wings furiously (o aid in the develop-
ment of chest muscles. Two chicks were mastering the art
of ladder climbing, And, their vocalizations became those
of an adult. The Golden Conure is a very loud parrot! W.
T. Greene's book, Parvors in Caprivity had a fascinating
description of the voice of this very vocal parrot. “The
Golden Conure is not gifted with a melodious voice, but is,
on the contrary, master of one of the most piercing shrieks
that can distress a sensitive ear.”

On Day 47 one chick had managed to climb all the way to
the upper platform of the nestbox. Day 47 is much too
early to be leaving the nestbox, and this hen knew it. The
hen was clearly agitated and forced her precocious chick to
return to the nesting area.
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On Day 55 the same chick was determined 1o edge. Due
to iz age, the behavior this chick was demonstrating way
very unusual. Each time 1 would discover the youngster
oulside the nesthox on the {Toor of the (ight I would rewirm
it. Its crop would always be full but it was much oo young
to consider fledging. As [ was returning it another day, |
noticed its breathing seemed to be a litle raspy. 1 didn’t
want to interrupt the family unit but knew | needed 1o el
some cultures and have the chick treated, The aduliz never
reacted Lo it disappearance in a manner | was able 1o rec-
opnize. 1 know parmots are empathetic animals and ane
quite capable of experiencing griefl. T am certain the parent
birds realized this chick's health was compromised and
were behaving as nature imtended.

Sometimes even the best medical intervention cannot save
our parrots. The il youngster died a week later while under
veterinary care. The necropsy showed the chick swe-
curnbed to aspiration preumonia, [ do not know il the par-

ents aspirated the chick or if it aspirated itself in its numer-
ous attempds to enter and leave the nestbox.

The 2 surviving chicks were consistently occupying the
upper platform of the nestbox by Day 62, They continued
to develop chest muscles by flapping and were able to
climb up and down the intenor ladder without falling.

By Day 75 the chicks were s large as their parrots, and
were very close (o fledging. They also began the practice
of spending a portion of cach night in the upper platform
of the nesthax.

The chicks fledged on July 28—88 days afier hatch. After
fMedging, adults and fledges of this species frequently
return to the nesthox during the day and continue to sleep
in the box at night. 1 always refurbish the nestbox after
chicks fledge. When these chicks fledged, T considered the
video footage of Pair 3 complete, and T was very pleased
al the outcome.

Pair 1 (with the inexperienced juvenile) began nesting the firs!
week of June, about the same time the eggs from Pair 3 were
hatching. This was going fo be my only opportunity w record
the interaction of a juvenile with eggs and chicks. My pres-
entation was only a few weeks away, and 1 had a limited
amount of time to prepare a video that would include only 2
few days of this footage, My greatest fear was that the juve-
nile would not recognize a hatchling as a family member.

When 1 began recording the activities of Pair | and their
youngster, | was astonished at what was taking place. The



juvenile was in the nestbox with its incubating mother,
and the juvenile was feeding her! It was easy to identify
the juvenile by its immature color and by the fact that |

had squared off its tail with a pair of scissors, The adult
male also fed the hen, When the parents left the nesthox,
the juvenile enjoyed rolling the eggs around, but never
exhibited any genuine interest in incubating them, When
the hen would return to the box, the juvenile would find
some other way to keep busy, and would pretend 1o have
no inferest in the egps.

Two egas from this clutch hatched. The hen was experi-
enced and had no difficulty feeding her chicks. She did not
constantly call for her mate as did the inexperienced hen,
The male did not display near the imerest in his chicks as
did the inexperienced male. However, the juvenile showed
a great deal of interest in the chicks and began feeding and
preening them when they were only a few days old. Did
this juvenile learn to feed from watching the hen? I can
now confirm the fact that juveniles remaining within the
family unit of the Golden Conure actively assist in the
rearing of subsequent clutches,

Having the opportunity to watch parent-fledged juveniles
interact with neonates helped me understand the intense
interest juvenile Golden Conures show in chicks of all
ages and species when they were being hand reared in the
nursery. IF allowed, Medglines will ravel from cubicle o
cubicle, searching for a youngsier o feed. They are
intensely interested in watching young chicks being fed
and befriend any species that will accept them.

Pair 2 (the only pair I planned to capture on video) finally
did begin nesting in carnest. Unfortunately, that event did
not take place until late June. This family unit consisis of
the parents, the juvenile from 2002, and three healthy
chicks that hatched in late July. The parents and the oldest
Juvenile were only occasionally seen outside the nesthox

trom June threugh QOctober. | have no knowledge of what
ook place inside the nesthox because the camera was
removed a week before any eges were laid to record the

actions of Pair 1. It would be very interesting to see how 6
Golden Conures managed to interact within an area tha
measures 12 x 12 inches. These three chicks fledeed in
October, 2003.

After my review of the nesting behaviors of these 3 pairs of
Golden Conures, 1 have come 1o believe we commil a dis-
service to aviculture when we assume a particular behavicr
may be species-specific just because one parrot or pair of
partols acts in a certain manmer. None of these pairs acted in
an identical mamnner that could be pegged as “species-spe-
cifie.” When we think we know it all, our parrots will make
us out o be liars, or at least humble us,

1 envisioned my experiment in capturing the behavior of
these parmots on video as a means of answering the many
questions I had concerning incubation and rearing of chicks.
I now have even more questions 10 which I need answers,
and look forward to another season of cameras inside the
nesthox of the Golden Conure,

FORMULA FOR
GOLDEN CONURE CHICKS
FED FROM DAY ONE

The ingredicnts must be weighed on an accurate gram scale
before mixing.

70 grams prepared hand feeding formula

20 grams sunflower seed kernels (ground fine)
40 grams fresh apples

40 grams fresh broceoli flowerets

230 grams boiled water
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